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Rev. Bob McLavey
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Dear friends,

It is the season of thanksgiving. If you have watched the television news
lately, or checked Facebook postings, or stood in line at a grocery store, it
might be hard to tell that we are in the season of thanksgiving. | have heard
some comments that don’t sound very thankful, but you know what we always
say—“We are just being human!” Indeed, sometimes our humanness gets in
the way of thanksgiving.

There are references throughout the Bible about thanksgiving. In fact, it
was required under the law in Leviticus. “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Say to
Aaron and his sons...along with his fellowship offering of thanksgiving he is
to present an offering with cakes of bread made with yeast.’” (Lev. 7:13) |
could go for thanksgiving offerings of cakes—what a great law! In Ezra 3:11,
when the builders had laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the
priests in their vestments and with trumpets, “...sang with praise and
thanksgiving to the LORD: ‘He is good; his love to Israel endures forever.’”
And the prophet Isaiah proclaimed that “thanksgiving and the sound of
singing” (Isa. 51:3) would accompany the LORD’s comfort of Zion.

For those of us who are privileged to worship God with freedom, we are
especially reminded of thankfulness during the Lord’s Supper. On the night
that he was arrested—the night before he would die on the cross—scripture
tells us that Jesus was seated at the table with his disciples, preparing them
for what lay ahead. “He took bread, and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in
remembrance of me.’” (1 Cor. 11:23-24)

Jesus was thankful to God, even as he was about to sacrifice his life for us!
Surely, during this season of thanksgiving, we can pause long enough to be
thankful to God for what Jesus has done, and for all that God continues to do
to bless us each day. Thanksgiving is a wonderful time of year, and | pray that
we will be inspired to truly give thanks.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.
For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;
his faithfulness continues through all generations. (Psalm 100:4-5)

With love and thanksgiving,

Pastor Boty
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C”D\NS}/ Daylight Savings Begins This Weekend

‘Happy Thanksgiving

It's pitch-black | what TIME ISIT P
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November 5 Barry & Judy Sweeney " A

IT FEELS LIKE It's 5:27 p.m.
November 12 Ann Shank & June Allen MIDNIGHT!
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November 19 Beth & Rick Willoughby Q 3

November 26 Charlie, Lydeana
& Shayley Martin

Food Bank.
If you are unable to be a Please remember to donate food to “ I(\:Igmﬁgﬁfty Action
greeter, please swap dates with our local food banks. We have two Serving Since 1965 menmmmmm—
another member. collection tubs located in the back NEIGHBORS GROWING o :

A 2017 greeter schedule can be Challwgy, by tthbel fellov%lsh.ltp. Za.u'd
found on the bulletin board in anned vegetables or fruit: dne

on e beans, rice, peanut butter and any
non-perishable food items are
accepted. Tubs are delivered to
Plenty! and New River Community

ﬁﬂtﬁdhys Action, both of which play a huge
GZ role in feeding our hungry
. . neighbors.
Anniversaries

November 4 - Jim Richards
Minnie West

November 5 - Katie Lane

November 16 - Loren Marshall
Carla Morrison

November 18 - Larah & Dezi Blevins
Days Before Xmas

November 27 - Lathom Casteele

The session will meet on
November 14" at 5:15 in the
library.
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Blawmanger

e 1 cup rice
« 3 cups almond milk
e 1 cup ground cooked chicken,
dark meat only (white meat can
be used unless you are a
traditionalist!)
« dash salt
e 1/4 cup fried slivered almonds
« sugar for garnish

1. Bring the rice, milk,
and salt to a boil.

2. Reduce heat, stir in
chicken, and cover.

3. Cook, stirring
occasionally, until liquid
is absorbed and rice is
fluffy.

4. Garnish top with
almonds and a sprinkle
of sugar.

Blawmanger (or, blankmanger,
blancmange) is any bland, white
casserole dish made with rice,
almond milk, and ground or
cubed poultry. The dish has been
made at least since medieval
times, and is still popular in

Great Britain.

Interesting trivia: Turkey was
unheard of in England until 1527
(10 years after the Reformation),
when William Strickland brought
2 birds over from America. Good

old Henry VIII (you met him at
our party!) is credited with being

the first English king to eat
turkey. Eating gobblers in
England remained rare until the
1950s, when, what happened? As
revolutionary to cooking as the
printing press was to religion ...
you guessed it... home
refrigerators started to become
common! Turkeys replaced
geese, boars heads, and
peacocks for the Christmas meal.
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Happy Thanksgiving

UNICEF

Unlcef@ The PCF Youth will be collecting money for
T UNICEF to help provide Emergency Relief Kits to
for every child the children of Puerto Rico. (A donation of just
$28 will provide a kit containing basic, essential
supplies such as water purification tablets, a
water bucket with lid, water containers, soap,
toothpaste, detergent and sanitary pads.) The
supplies will help children and their families
keep clean and healthy, protecting them from
diseases that can occur with the loss of
equipment and infrastructure and the disruption
of a safe water supply. 90% of every dollar spent
goes directly to helping children. A donation
box will be in the Narthex for the next 2
weeks. Thank you for any help you can give!

Pulaski Soup Kitchen Christmas Meal

The annual Pulaski Soup Kitchen Christmas meal will
be Fri, Dec 22 from 10:30 am - 1:00 pm. All kids (young
and old!) are highly encouraged to join in this important

community service project ... the Kitchen says it’s
counting on our church to help serve their Christmas
meal and provide music! (Note: Floyd County schools’
last day before winter break is Dec 19™") Carpooling is
encouraged! We usually have a group meeting at the
church and a group from Check. Please see Cy Lane for
any questions. A signup sheet is in the Narthex so we
know how many hands and smiles will be coming.

Hat I Mitten Tree

The hat & mitten tree is now
up in the narthex and ready to
be adorned with warm and
fuzzies. Please feel free to
decorate with hats, scarves,
mittens and gloves. Thisis a
wonderful way to give the gift
of warmth to our community.
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Five Hundred Years I 1517-2007

The word ‘Protestantism’ originates from German princes issuing a ‘protest’ against the Holy Roman
Emperor, Charles V, who opposed calls for reform within the Catholic Church.

Martin Luther (1483 — 1546) is recognised as being the most influential figure of the Reformation.

Luther’s ninety five thesis is accredited as representing the symbolic beginnings of the Protestant Reformation
in 1517.

‘Justification by faith alone’ or Sola Fide in Latin is at the core of the new Lutheran ethic-that faith alone is
enough to secure salvation.

Luther’s ideas spread throughout Europe. John Calvin the French theologian founded the second main branch
of Protestantism, Reformed Tradition or ‘Calvinism’ in Geneva from 1541.

The doctrine of Predestination is a key difference between ‘Lutheranism’ and ‘Calvinism’.
Predestination only became the hallmark of Calvinism until after Calvin’s death in 1564.

The Pope’s (Pope Leo X) Papal Bull of 1520, Exsurge Domine, was the first response from the papacy
condemning Luther and threatened his excommunication.

A formal assembly in Worms, Germany was held in 1521, which resulted in the Edict of Worms, a decree
declaring Luther to be an obstinate heretic and banned the reading or possession of his writings.

Without the new innovation of the printing press, introduced by Johannes Guttenburg, new protestant ideas
could not have spread across Europe on the scale that they did.
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Prayer Concerns
The Prayer Shawl Knlttlng Happy Thanksgiving

group meets on the 1st & 3rd

Mon. of each month from 3:30 -

5:00pm in the fellowship hall.
Beginners are welcome!

Ike Janney (Minnie’s brother)
Janie Blanchard - cancer
Mark Femrite- cancer
Susie Vest - Skyline Nursing Home
Charles Streithof
Jennifer Williams

Melinda Read
Tim Peters
Judy Hart e The Presbyterian Women i
Jane Zitta . &/ meet on the second Tuesday of =
Janet Peak each month at 1:00pm in the

fellowship hall. Please join us

Chloe Vandervort
as we delve into “Cloud of

The family of Mildred Thomason

Bible study is on _ : ; follil
Wednesdays at 5:30 pm Witnesses; The Community of | Cloudof Witn

All in harm’s wa
4 Christ in Hebrews.”

All are welcome!

at the church. All are
welcome to study

If you would like to add
Scripture and discuss

someone to the Living Prayer

List, you may do so by adding short sermons from a
them to the board in the video series. Light
narthex or emailing Jodi, :

office@pcfloyd.org. At the snacks will be served.

beginning of each month, we '

will begin with a clean slate.

If you add someone, please ULAICO BE
remember to remove or edit ‘ MEP\ s PRAV
/BREAKEAST

as needed. Thank you in S
advance for your help in .
keeping our Living Prayer List = »

as accurate as possible!
The Men’s Prayer Breakfast is held every Wednesday morning at 7:00 am
in the fellowship hall. For more information contact Mark Allen.

The Presbyterian Church of Floyd
PO Box 164
Floyd, VA 24091
540-745-2546
wWww. d.or;
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