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Were the whole wealm of natuwie mine,
that wewe a puesent fax too small.
Love 56 amaging, so divine,

Dear friends,

We are in the midst of Lent, and our hearts and minds should be in some
form of spiritual discipline, contemplating the meaning of this season. We are
called upon to sacrifice during these forty days, giving up something
meaningful as an acknowledgment of the sacrifice that Jesus made for us. But,
alas, at the end of the forty days, we likely will go back to living life as we
always have, and we’ll not have to sacrifice for Jesus until next year. That’s
how our Christian lives are for so many.

In reality, we should be acknowledging Jesus’ sacrifice each and every day
throughout the year. In fact, the way we live our lives should be a constant
reminder of our faith. The great old hymn When | Survey the Wondrous Cross
says something special in its last verse:

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.
--Lowell Mason, 1824

Yes, the love of our Lord Jesus Christ is so amazing, so divine, that it
demands our souls, our lives, our all. The true joy of the Easter season is
realizing that it does not end after forty days—it is a life-long journey in
relationship with our Lord.

May each of you experience God’s presence this Lenten season. Let us look
forward to a great celebration on Easter day, when we will sing, “Christ the
Lord is risen today!”

Blessings to all,

Pastor Boly
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March Greeters

March 4 Barry & Judy Sweeney

March 11 Jodi, Ali & Chloe Cromer

March 18 Cy & George Lane

March 25 Neil & Sally Sagebiel

If you are unable to be a greeter,
please swap dates with another
member.

A 2018 greeter schedule can be
found on the bulletin board in the
narthex.

Birthdays
A

Anniversaries

March 2 - Sandra Smith

March 5 - Loren & Stephanie Marshall (A)
March 12 - Robert McLavey

March 16 - Justin Conduff

March 21 - Miguel Ocampo &
Jerusalem Walker (A)

March 25 - Travis Cantrell
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Vesper Service
A vesper service will be held on Wednesday, March 14™ at 6:00pm.

A vesper is an evening song and refers to evening prayers. Whether
it’s a church service or a jazz band at sunset, if it’s in the evening,
it’s a vesper. Vesper hasn’t changed much over the years, in Latin
it means “evening star,” and in Old English it’s aefen-sang, which
sounds a little like “evening song.” In the Christian tradition,
vespers are prayer services occurring later in the day.

Food Bank =)
Please remember to donate food to
our local food banks. We have two
collection tubs located in the back
hallway, by the fellowship hall.
Canned vegetables or fruit: dried
beans, rice, peanut butter and any
non-perishable food items are
accepted. Tubs are delivered to
Plenty! and New River Community
Action, both of which play a huge
role in feeding our hungry
neighbors.
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Success!! i

The hat & mitten tree was a HUGE success thanks to
everyone who helped adorn it. Deliveries have been
made all elementary schools in the county; Indian
Valley, Willis, Floyd & Check!! What a great
congregation we have!

Prayers Please
Please pray for Katie Lane on her journey to Belize in Central
America. Katie asks for prayers for " Travel Safety: That we may all
arrive safely and retain good spirits; Fellowship: That we may have
the courage to connect with each other and those in Belize City by
serving Christ with a glad and grateful heart; Strengthening of Faith:
That we may grow in our relationship with God and understand his
call to us.” She also sends a big thank you to our Session and to
individual members of our congregation who have helped sponsor
her trip. She plans on making a presentation to our church and
making her thanks in person after her return.

Also keep Tupper and Virginia in your prayers as well. They will be
traveling to the Dominican Republic in March on a similar
humanitarian mission.
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Reflections From Our Youth

The combined Sunday school classes have had
a series of very interesting lectures so far this
year. Shayley Martin has given two: the first
was about her thought-provoking and moving
experiences living in China last summer on a

State Department scholarship, and the second

was about the World War Il hero and
theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Both were
excellent!

The classes have also been blessed to hear a
fascinating talk by Dr. Sue’s high school
exchange student, Steven (Hoang Lé Viét),
from Viet Nam about his country and home.

As you may have noticed, we have switched our
classrooms around so we can fit our large youth
Sunday school into one room without anyone sitting
on the floor! The former nursery is now serving as
our Youth Christian Education classroom. Years ago,
this room used to be the adult classroom, so it
continues to adapt as our needs grow and change.
Shayley and Josep christened the new digs by
teaching a class to our Youth about our
Presbyterian faith, its history and its theology. What

a great kick-off! Our new cozy nursery is across the
hall. Check us out!

Steven’s talk was
well attended!

Bennett Barbieri illustrated Steven’s talk about
Vietnam! Here, she shows many people
celebrating a national holiday in Steven’s
hometown of Nha Thang by watching fireworks
from the beach.
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Thank you to both of these
students for taking the time
to enrich our lives! And
thank you Bennett for the
wonderful illustrations!

A\ 1

This is another Bennett original of Steven’s talk about
Vietnam! Here, she shows Steven’s hometown of Nha Thang
%th %5 i 3 ‘ with its skyscrapers and beautiful setting of mountains and

oceans. No wonder it is known as the “Pearl on the East Sea.”

1 Corinthians 13:12: “For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day! |
Every March 17, countries around the world celebrate St. |
Patrick’s Day in observance of the death of St. Patrick, the i
patron saint of Ireland credited for bringing Christianity to |
the country. Initially a religious feast day in the 17" i
century, St. Patrick’s Day has evolved into a day of 1
celebrating Irish culture with parades, music, dancing, i
special foods, and of course, a lot of green. 1
In honor of St. Patrick’s Day, here are a few interesting St. i
Patrick’s Day facts! I
o Saint Patrick didn’t wear green. His color was i
“Saint Patrick’s blue.” The color green became i
associated with St. Patrick’s Day after it was linked |
to the Irish independence movement in the late i
18th century. |
o Despite his Irish notoriety, Saint Patrick was British. i
He was born to Roman parents in Scotland or Wales |
in the late fourth century. |
e According to Irish legend, Saint Patrick used the :
shamrock as a metaphor for the Holy Trinity when i
he was first introducing Christianity to Ireland. I
« Saint Patrick is credited for driving the snakes out |
of Ireland, but according to the fossil record, I
Ireland has never been home to snakes as it was too i
cold to host reptiles during the Ice Age. The I
surrounding seas have kept snakes out since. i v
« There isn’t any corn in the traditional St. Patrick’s i £ &
i
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Day meal of corned beef and cabbage. The name is
a reference to the large grains of salt historically
used to cure meats, which were also known as
“corns.”

o Saint Patrick was born “Maewyn Succat” but
changed his nhame to “Patricius” after becoming a
priest.

« Irish immigrants began observing St. Patrick’s Day
in Boston in 1737 and the first St. Patrick’s Day
parade in America was held in New York City in
1766.

e In Chicago, the Plumbers Local 110 union dyes the
river Kelly green. The dye lasts for around five
hours.

e On or around St. Patrick’s Day, the Irish taoiseach,
or prime minister, presents the U.S. president with
a crystal bowl of live shamrocks as a symbol of the
close ties between the two countries.



https://worldstrides.com/explore/#/all-travelers/all-interests/europe,ireland
https://worldstrides.com/itineraries/boston-massachusetts/?src=worldstrides&wsmedium=BLG
https://worldstrides.com/collections/new-york-history-discovery/?src=worldstrides&wsmedium=BLG
https://worldstrides.com/itineraries/chicago/?src=worldstrides&wsmedium=BLG
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Prayer Concerns

Ike Janney (Minnie’s brother)
Mark Femrite- cancer
Susie Vest - Skyline Nursing Home
Gay Streithof
Jennifer Williams
Melinda Read
Tim Peters
Jane Zitta
Rodney Thomas
Cubert Handy - cancer
Carolyn Holmes
Worth Lucas

The Prayer Shawl Knitting
group meets on the 1st & 3rd
Mon. of each month from 3:30 -

5:00pm in the fellowship hall.

Beginners are welcome!

The Presbyterian Women
meet on the second Tuesday of
each month at 1:00pm in the

Maggie Neal fellowship hall. Please join us
Joe Richards . . d l 'nt “Cl d f
Sheila Smith Bible study is on as we detve into Lioud of ] Res®
N or s Wednesdays at 5:30 pm Witnesses; The Community of | Cloudof Witnesse
Joyce Peters at the church. All are Christ in Hebrews.” '
Joe Richards welcome to study All are welcome!
Wade Allen Scri d di
Perry Whitlock cripture and discuss
Bob VonPloennies short sermons from a
The family of Tom Pruett video series. Light
The family of Janie Blanchard snacks will be served.

All in harm’s way

MEN’S PRAY
If you would like to add someone to _ ﬁhtnl\l‘ﬂs

the Living Prayer List, you may do .
so by adding them to the board in : 4

the narthex or emailing Jodi,
office@pcfloyd.org The Men’s Prayer Breakfast is held every Wednesday morning at 7:00 am

in the fellowship hall. For more information contact Mark Allen.

The Presbyterian Church of Floyd
PO Box 164
Floyd, VA 24091
540-745-2546
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