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The Presbyterian Church of Floyd 

 Dear friends, 
 
     It seems we just finished Advent, doesn’t it?  That wonderful and joyous 
time of the Christmas season, filled with so much activity and the beautiful 
Advent services, culminating with Christmas Eve.  Once the Advent season was 
over, I looked ahead and thought we would have a bit of a break.  And guess 
what?  The Lenten season starts February 14! 
 
     Yes, February 14 is Ash Wednesday, when we will have our traditional Ash 
Wednesday service with the imposition of ashes.  That will begin the season of 
Lent, as we remember the sacrifice that our Lord Jesus Christ made on our 
behalf, and we will celebrate his resurrection on Easter Sunday, which is April 
1.  This is, of course, one of the holiest times of the year for the church.  It is 
a time for personal reflection, a time for spiritual growth, and a time for 
prayer and meditation.  Our Christian faith is based upon our belief that Jesus 
came as a part of God’s plan for the redemption of the world.  The least we 
can do is to take time to ponder the magnitude of Jesus’ sacrifice, and to 
worship him with gratitude and praise! 
 
     As we enter the Lenten season, let us be both humble and joyful.  We are 
humbled by Jesus’ unconditional love for each of us, and we are joyful that he 
reigns today as a living Christ, always present and always caring.  I do pray you 
will find spiritual growth this special season.  Meditate on the Easter story, and 
ponder the hope we have in our lives because of the promise that we will share 
in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord! 

 
“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; 

I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. 
He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. 

A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff 
out. 

In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 
he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. 

In his law the islands will put their hope.”   --Isaiah 42:1-4 
 
In gratitude to Christ, 
 

Pastor Bob 
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February Greeters 
 
Feb-4 Rick & Beth Willoughby 

 

Feb-11 Charlie, Lydeana & Shayley  
Martin 

Feb-18 Minnie West  
     & Sherri Femrite 

Feb-25 Perry & Candy Whitlock 

 
 

If you are unable to be a 

greeter, please swap dates with 

another member. 

 

A 2018 greeter schedule can be 

found on the bulletin board in 

the narthex. 

 
 
 

Birthdays  
&  

Anniversaries 
 

Feb-1: Bill Britton 
Feb-2: Lydeana Martin 
Feb-4: Vestal Whitlock 
Feb-6: Brenda Williams 
Feb-10: Candy Whitlock 
Feb-11: Howard Conduff 
Feb-12: Barbara Spangler 
     Billy & Virginia Cromer (A) 
Feb-13: Betty Getgood 
Feb-16: Allen Vest 
Feb-18: Bob Burgin 
Feb-20: Josep Ocampo 
 

 

The hat & mitten tree is now 
up in the narthex and ready to 

be adorned with warm and 
fuzzies.  This is a wonderful 

way to give the gift of warmth 
to our community.  Deliveries 

have been made to Floyd 
Elementary and Indian Valley 

Elementary.  Next stop:  Check 
Elementary! 

 

We will have a potluck lunch following worship service on 
February 11th.  The Presbyterian Women will be taking up a 

collection for “Links of Love” at that time. See Janice Shelor 
more information. 
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Please remember to donate food to 
our local food banks.  We have two 
collection tubs located in the back 

hallway, by the fellowship hall.  
Canned vegetables or fruit: dried 

beans, rice, peanut butter and any 
non-perishable food items are 

accepted.  Tubs are delivered to 
Plenty! and New River Community 
Action, both of which play a huge 

role in feeding our hungry 

neighbors. 
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What’s the purpose of Ash Wednesday?  
 
It marks first day of the 40 days of Lent, a roughly six-week 
period (not including Sundays) dedicated to reflection, 
prayer and fasting in preparation for Easter. It ends on Holy 
Thursday, the fifth day of Holy Week (the week leading up 
to Easter) that marks the Last Supper. In addition to certain 
rules about foods and fasting, many Christians (and even 
non-Christians) abstain from additional foods, luxury or 
material goods or certain activities and habits. 
 
What do the ashes mean? 
 
The ashes, applied in the shape of a cross, are a symbol of 
penance, mourning and mortality. Centuries ago, 
participants used to sprinkle themselves with ashes and 
repent much more publicly, but the practice fell away 
sometime between the 8th-10th century before evolving 
into what it is today. There aren’t any particular rules about 
how long the ashes should be worn, but most people wear 
them throughout the day as a public expression of their 
faith and penance. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Notes from the Session 

 
January 30, 2018 - Rev. Bob McLavey presiding 
 
Actions: 
1. Welcomed newly elected ruling elders - Joyce Blevins and John Getgood 
2. Elected Wanda Hylton as Clerk for 2018 
3. Elected Mark Allen as Receiving Treasurer and Minnie West as Disbursing Treasurer for 2018 
4. Approved Omnibus Motion covering planned activities for 2018 
5. Received financial report from Larry Koon (2017 ended in healthy financial condition) 
6. Approved request from Clerk to submit Annual Statistic Report to Presbytery 
7. Accepted letters of transfer for Vic and Jane Zitta from their churches in Mississippi 
8. Discussed options for youth activities 
9. Approved $500 donation to CRU-Radford University to support activities 
10. Elected Don Williams as Commissioner to the February 17 Presbytery Meeting at the Second 
Presbyterian Church in Roanoke. 
 

Next meeting scheduled for February 27, 2018, at 5:15pm 
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King for a day, the cherished figure that all singles hope to find 
along their way—Cupid is the mini-god of love and son of the 
renowned Venus, the absolute goddess of seduction, beauty, 
and love—guess it runs in the family! This chubby little figure 
shoots arrows (or flowers, depending on the story), hoping to 
make two people fall in love. According to legend, Cupid is the 
great creator of all couples in the entire universe—no less! 
 

The first Valentine’s Day card was from the Duke of Orléans—the younger brother of 
Charles VI, King of France—who sent it to his wife with a poem, in the 15th century. As 
luck would have it, his mother’s name was—Valentine! Fast forward to 2017: did you know 
that, around the world, people send each other roughly a billion cards decorated with red 
hearts and flowers? 
 
Sometimes, distraught lovers choose Valentine’s Day to declare their love to their secret 
flame. In the Middle Ages, they showed their love in a different way. Unmarried women 
put their names in an urn and unmarried men picked a valentine. Then, they pinned the 
name of their newly chosen love on their sleeve for a week. That’s pretty far from the 
modern ways we find our soul mates today. 
 
William Shakespeare’s most famous romance Romeo and Juliet has captured hearts for 
decades – so much so that Juliet still receives love letters on Valentine’s Day! Every year, 
the city of Verona in Italy (where the play was set) receives around 1,000 letters 

addressed to Juliet. Not bad for someone who’s been dead for hundreds of years. 

Conversation Hearts 
 

 About 8 billion hearts will be produced this year; that’s 
enough candy to stretch from Rome, Italy to Valentine, 
Arizona 20 times and back again. 
 

 The peak selling season for conversation hearts last only six 
weeks, but confectioners produce the candy for nearly eleven 
months of the year. 
 

 At least 10 new conversation heart sayings are introduced 
each year. Recent additions include "Yeah Right," "Call Home" 
and "Puppy Love." 
 

 Each year the television game show JEOPARDY! includes 
questions about conversation hearts on its Valentine's Day 
show.  

 

 



 

 

The Prayer Shawl Knitting 
group meets on the 1st & 3rd 

Mon. of each month from 3:30 -
5:00pm in the fellowship hall. 

Beginners are welcome! 

 

The Men’s Prayer Breakfast is held every Wednesday morning at 7:00 am 
in the fellowship hall. For more information contact Mark Allen. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ike Janney (Minnie’s brother) 
Janie Blanchard – cancer 

Mark Femrite- cancer 
Susie Vest – Skyline Nursing Home 

Gay Streithof 
Jennifer Williams 

Melinda Read 
Tim Peters 
Jane Zitta 

Rodney Thomas 
Cubert Handy – cancer 

Carolyn Holmes 
Worth Lucas 
Maggie Neal 
Tom Pruett 
Joe Richards 
Sheila Smith 
Les Peters 

Virginia Cromer 
Bob VonPloennies 

The family of Robbie Long 
The family of Lyndall Bower 
The family of Barry Smith 

 

All in harm’s way 

The Presbyterian Church of Floyd 

PO Box 164 

Floyd, VA 24091 

540-745-2546 

www.pcfloyd.org 
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Bible study is on 
Wednesdays at 5:30 pm 
at the church.  All are 

welcome to study 
Scripture and discuss 
short sermons from a 
video series.  Light 

snacks will be served. 
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The Presbyterian Women 
meet on the second Tuesday of 
each month at 1:00pm in the 

fellowship hall.  Please join us 
as we delve into “Cloud of 

Witnesses; The Community of 
Christ in Hebrews.”   
All are welcome! 

 

 

If you would like to add 

someone to the Living Prayer 

List, you may do so by adding 

them to the board in the 

narthex or emailing Jodi, 

office@pcfloyd.org 
 

Prayer Concerns 
 
 

http://www.pcfloyd.org/
mailto:office@pcfloyd.org

