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 The Chimes 

 

 

Dear friends, 
 
     I look at the calendar today and I see “March 1.”  Yes!  
Spring is here!  Well, not quite here, but I always feel like I can 
smell it and feel it in the air when March arrives.  I love this 
time of year as we see new life, when the days warm and 
become longer, and as we prepare to enter into that holy 
season of Lent.  Soon we will be celebrating the greatest of 
Christian holidays—Easter. 
 
     This morning I find my heart and mind turning to that 
beautiful hymn, For the Beauty of the Earth, written in 1838 
by Conrad Kocher.  I wonder if it was in the month of March 
when he was inspired to write it.  He writes of the beauty of 
the earth and the glory of the skies.  He writes of hill and vale, 
tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light.  He writes of 
the joy of human love:  brother, sister, parent, child.  He 
remembers friends on earth, and friends above.  And, yes, he 
remembers the church of Jesus Christ, which is founded on 
Jesus’ sacrifice of love.  Then, after each verse, is the glorious 
refrain: 
 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

 
     How easy it is to take for granted the beauty and the love 
that surrounds us.  Certainly, each of us should—from time to 
time—pause to thank God for all that we have.  The flowers; 
the grass and crops; and the green trees of the springtime are 
all possible because of the water that has fallen in the form of 
snow and rain.  The birth of wildlife and newborn livestock 
remind us of the miracle of creation.  And as we love our 
family and friends, we remember that God loved us first.  It is 
by that love that Jesus Christ reaches out to each of us.  
Hallelujah! 
 
In the love of Christ, 
 

Pastor Bob   
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New kid-idea initiative!  We have been studying the parable 
of the mustard seed, tithing, and the Lord’s Acre movement 
of the Great Depression in Sunday School.  The kids came up 
with the idea of growing their own cherry tomato plants until 
the end of this Sunday school year and then donating them in 
late May or early June to Plenty!   

  

 

  

Luke 17:6.  He replied, “If you have faith as small 

as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry 
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it 

will obey you. 
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March Birthdays 
& 

Anniversaries 
 

 

 

The Lord’s Tomato Pots 
 

March 3rd 
Barry & Judy Sweeney 

 
March 10th 

Jodi, Ali & Chloe Cromer 

 
March 17th 

George & Cy Lane 

 
March 24th 

Bob & Nancy Harrison 

 

March 31st 

Wanda Hylton & Joyce Blevins 

 
 

 

March 2nd 

 Sandra Smith 

 
March 12th 
Bob McLavey 
Amos Ocampo 

 
March 15th 

Vic Zitta 

 
March 16th 

Justin Conduff 

 
March 19th 
Amy Helm 

 
March 21st 

Miguel Ocampo &  
Jerusalem Walker (A) 

 
March 25th 

Travis Cantrell 
 

March 28th 
Charlie Martin 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Deep River:  The Art of the Spiritual 
 

The Blacksburg Master Chorale along with combined Virginia Tech choirs 
present “Deep River:  The Art of the Spiritual”.  Saturday March 23rd at 

7:30pm at the Moss Arts Center   

For tickets and more visit www.artscenter.vt.edu 

Or email tickets@artscenter.vt.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone has plant tray bottoms, extra pots or bags 
of light, slow-release fertilized potting soil please 
let Cy know. 

  

This is an exciting initiative and I am constantly 
amazed at the creativity and caring of our Youth! 

 

 

 



  

Upcoming Events: 
 
Young Life meets for Club on March 4, 18, and 25, and Campaigners on March 5, 19, and 26. 
 
WyldLife meets for Club on March 8 and 29, and Campaigners on March 22. 
 
Prayer Requests: Pray for Young Life and WyldLife Club as we continue to focus on using this time to 
create a space for deepening relationships and conversation! 
 
Praises: We had five students sign up for WyldLife Summer Camp at Camp Sign-Up Night  
this past Friday! 
 
 
Contact Trey Thompson or Carolyn Moorefield for questions about Young Life.   
Trey: 703-408-1538 
Carolyn:  757-450-0327 
 
Contact Trey Thompson or Taelor Schackleford for questions concerning WyldLife. 
Trey: 703-408-1538 
Taelor: 804-386-4954. 
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St. Patrick's Day Traditions 
 

Explore the rich culture, history, and customs of the Irish this St. Patrick's 
Day. St. Patrick's Day, or the feast of St. Patrick, is traditionally known as the 
celebration of the patron saint of Ireland. Of course you know to wear green and give 
a pinch to those who don't, but Irish traditions don't stop there. Indulge in classic 
Irish recipes, such as corned beef and cabbage, or Irish soda bread. Make St. Patrick's 
Day a learning experience for the whole family by trying our crafts for kids, or spicing 
up your home with some St. Patrick's Day decor. Learn an Irish song, such as "When 
Irish Eyes Are Smiling" or "Danny Boy," and perform it for friends and family. Speaking 
of shamrocks, what better day than St. Patrick's Day to learn the history of the four-
leaf clover? At least one of our interesting St. Patrick's Day ideas is sure to become a 
favorite family activity for future celebrations. 

 

 There are approximately 10,000 three-leaf clovers for every "lucky" four-leaf clover. 
 

 There are no clover plants that naturally produce four leaves, which is why four-leaf 
clovers are so rare. 
 

 The leaves of four-leaf clovers are said to stand for faith, hope, love, and luck. 
 

 It's often said that Ireland is home to more four-leaf clovers than any other place, 
giving meaning to the phrase "the luck of the Irish." 
 

 If you're lucky enough to find a four-leaf clover, look for more! If a clover plant 
produces a four-leaf clover, it's more likely to produce another four-leaf lucky charm 
than plants that only produce three-leaf clovers. 
 

 The fourth leaf can be smaller or a different shade of  
green than the other three leaves. 
 

 Shamrocks and four-leaf clovers are not the same thing;  
the word 'shamrock' refers only to a clover with three 
 leaves. 

  

 

Fast Facts About  
Four-Leaf Clovers 

 

 

 

 
The Chicago River 
magically turns a 

delightful shade of Irish 
green, a tradition that is 

more than 40 years old. 
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Pucker Up! 
 

Other Legends about the Blarney Stone 

 It was the rock that Moses struck with his staff to produce water for the Israelites during their 
exodus from Egypt. 
 

  It was the stone that Jacob used as a pillow, and was brought to Ireland by the prophet Jeremiah.  
 

  It was the Stone of Ezel, which David hid behind on Jonathan's advice, while fleeing from King Saul, 
and may have been brought back to Ireland during the Crusades. 
 

  It was the rock pillow used by St. Columba of Iona on his deathbed.  

Kissing the Blarney Stone 

 Kissing the stone is for some people a difficult physical feat. In past 
times, to kiss the Stone people were hung by their heels over the 
edge of the parapet. One day a pilgrim broke from the grasp of his 
friends and went hurtling downward to certain death. Since that 
time the stone has been kissed by another method. First, you sit 
with your back towards the stone and then someone sits upon your 
legs or firmly holds your feet. Next, leaning far back and downward 
into the abyss while grasping the iron rails, you lower yourself until 
your head is even with the stone to be kissed. 

 

 

Blarney Stone Legends 

 Just how long the custom of kissing the Blarney 
Stone has been practiced or how it originated is not 
known. One local legend claims that an old women, 
saved from drowning by a king of Munster, rewarded 
him with a spell, that if he would kiss a stone on the 
castle's top, he would gain a speech that would win 
all to him. 
 

 Concerning the power of the stone, Francis 
Sylvester, an Irish bard of the early nineteenth 
century, wrote: 

There is a stone there, that whoever kisses, 
Oh! He never misses to grow eloquent: 

'Tis he may clamber to a lady's chamber, 
Or become a member of Parliament. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Jim Altizer 
Lois Jean Cox 
Mabel Dehart 
Lu Graham 

Tom Hammerstone-cancer 
Buddy Haney  
Sally Harestad  
Louise Hayes 
Kenneth King 

Janet Kromminga 
Francis Murrie 
Emily Nuckols 
Flo Richards 
Illeta Slusher 

Lee Ann Carter Weitzenfeld 
Janean Williams  
Annie Ruth Wood 

David Zitta 
 
 

All in harm’s way 
 

If you would like to add 
someone to the 

 Living Prayer List, you may 
do so by adding them 

 to the board in the narthex 
or emailing Jodi, 

office@pcfloyd.org. 
 

Prayer Concerns 

The Men’s Prayer Breakfast is held every Wednesday morning at 7:00 am 
in the fellowship hall. For more information contact Mark Allen. 

 
 

 

 

Bible study is held on Wednesday evenings at 5:30 pm, in the fellowship 
hall.  All are invited to attend and learn more about His word. 

 
 

 

The Presbyterian 
Women meet on the 
second Tuesday of 

each month at 
1:00pm in the 

fellowship hall. 
Ladies’ lunch is on 

the first Wednesday 
of each month at 

11:30am and meets  
at Parkway Grille. 
All are welcome! 

 

 

 

Please remember to donate food to our local food banks.  We have 
two collection tubs located in the back hallway, by the fellowship 
hall.  Canned vegetables or fruit: dried beans, rice, peanut butter 

and any non-perishable food items are accepted.  Tubs are 
delivered to Plenty! and New River Community Action. 
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We will hold our 
Ash Wednesday 
service on March 
6th at 7:00pm.  
All are welcome 
to attend as we 
prepare for our 
first Sunday in 

Lent, March 10th.    
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