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Dear friends, 

     During this holy season of the year, we focus on the coming of the Christ-child 
in Bethlehem.  We light the Advent candles—signifying hope, peace, joy, and love—
and we sing carols as we reminisce about our childhoods and Christmases past.  We 
feel good and warm inside, and somehow, even for an instant, we feel isolated 
from the distractions that surround us.  I find myself saying, “If only the world 
could live by the teachings of Jesus—you know, hope, peace, joy, and love.”  Ah, 
but we can!  Ponder these words from Dorothy Day’s Advent devotional entitled 
Room for Christ: 

     “It is no use saying that we are born two thousand years too late to give room 
to Christ.  Nor will those who live at the end of the world have been born too late.  
Christ is always with us, always asking for room in our hearts. 

     But now it is with the voice of our contemporaries that he speaks, with the eyes 
of store clerks, factory workers, and children that he gazes; with the hands of 
office workers, slum dwellers, and suburban housewives that he gives.  It is with 
the feet of soldiers and tramps that he walks, and with the heart of anyone in need 
that he longs for shelter.  And giving shelter or food to anyone who asks for it, or 
needs it, is giving it to Christ.” 

     As we go about our Christmas activities, let us remember that without the birth 
of Jesus there would be no activities.  There would be no carols and no 
celebrations with family and friends.  But mostly, there would be no hope, no 
peace, no joy, and no love.  For those of us who live by faith in a wonderful Savior, 
we know that only our relationship with him can bring the fulfillment we long for.  
So we open our hearts and make room for Christ, and the days seem brighter.  Yes, 
it’s Christmastime! 
 

The angel said to them, “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy 

which shall be to all the people; for there is born to you this day a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord.” 

--Luke 2:10 

 

With love during this holy season, 

Pastor Bob 
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December Birthdays 
& 

Anniversaries 
 

 

 

2019 Greeters & Sanctuary Flowers 
 Please check the bulletin board in the 

narthex for a 2019 greeter schedule and 
sign-up sheet for sanctuary flowers. 

 

  

December 2nd 
Charlie & Lydeana Martin 

 

December 9th 
Minnie West 

 Sherri Femrite 

 

December 16th 
Terry & Joyce Blevins 

 

December 23rd 
John Hopkins 
Liz Warriner 

 

December 30th 

Perry & Candy Whitlock 
 
 

 

This year our Advent services will be held at at Zion Lutheran 
Church on December 5th, December 12th and December 19th.  We 
will begin with a soup and sandwich meal at 5:30pm followed by 

worship service at 6:00pm. 
 

December Greeters 
 

December 2nd
 

Rick Willoughby 
 

December 3rd  
Marcee Vest 

 

December 4th  
Joanne Sholar 

Brianna Morrison 

 

December 11th 
Allie Burgin Mannon 

 

December 13th 
Beth Burgin Waller 

 
 

 
We will once again be serving the Pulaski 

Soup Kitchen Christmas Meal on December 
21st beginning at 10:30am and are looking for 
volunteer carolers and servers.    A sign up 

sheet in located on the bulletin board in the 
narthex.  Car pooling is encouraged. 

 

 
 

 
 

If you would like to place a poinsettia in the sanctuary you 
may do so during office hours or before/after worship 

service.  If placing a poinsettia in memory of or in dedication 

of a loved one, please let Jodi know. 

The traditional “thank 
offering” potluck sponsored by 
the Presbyterian Women will 

be December 16th, immediately 
following the worship service. 

 

 

 



  

Upcoming Events: 
Young Life has Camp Sign-Up Night on December 10th 
WyldLife meets for Club on December 7th 
 
Prayer Requests: 
Pray Floyd County students and college-aged volunteer leaders as both head into winter break from 
school. 
 
Praises: 
We have some very excited new Committee members as well as people from the community 
interested in knowing more about Young Life! 
 
 
Contact Trey Thompson or Carolyn Moorefield for questions about Young Life.   
Trey: 703-408-1538 
Carolyn:  757-450-0327 
 
Contact Trey Thompson or Taelor Schackleford for questions concerning WyldLife. 
Trey: 703-408-1538 
Taelor: 804-386-4954. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering at Red Rooster 
early Tuesday morning for the 
last Young Life Campaigners 

of the semester! 

Students playing 'Simon Says' at 

WyldLife Club! 
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The first reference to candy canes in America dates back to 1847 when a 
German immigrant from Wooster, Ohio decorated his Christmas tree with the 
festive candy. Candy canes weren’t commonly hung on trees until 1882, but the 
first candy canes predate these events by a few hundred years… 

Folklore says that in Cologne, Germany in 1670, a choirmaster at the Cologne 
Cathedral, wishing to keep the local children quiet during the Living Crèche 
tradition of Christmas Eve, asked a candy maker to form some type of “sugar 
stick” for them… 

To justify the expense and practice of creating this candy, the choirmaster 
asked the candy maker to make them white in color and shape them like a “J.” It 
is believed that the “J” shape of the candy cane, as well as the original pure white 
color, was meant to represent Jesus. 

That means that the original candy canes were straight sticks and lacked the 
iconic curve and stripes of today. These first sweet treats were an all-white hard 
candy.  Red and white stripes weren’t added to candy canes until around 1900. 

Candy canes were then made for centuries by hand, until 1921, when Brasher 
O. Westerfield invented a machine that could churn out the candy canes 
automatically. Thirteen years later, another inventor, Robert I. Strongin of 
Chicago, Illinois, claimed his machine was more economical and also claimed a 
patent for a machine that could make candy canes. His patent describes the 
device as a “machine which will receive the heated and elongated sticks of candy 
material from which the canes are produced and which will first cut the same and 
uniform lengths and then produce the desired bend.” 

Today, nearly 2 billion candy canes are produced each year, and almost all of 
them are sold within the four weeks leading up to Christmas and Hanukkah. 
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https://www.woosteroh.com/
https://www.woosteroh.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Candy_cane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Candy_cane
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/292
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/292
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/292
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/292
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/sponsored/patents-behind-christmas-sugar-confections-180961517/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/sponsored/patents-behind-christmas-sugar-confections-180961517/


 

 

  

 

 

 

December Calendar 
 

December 4 
4:00 pm 

The Roanoke Symphony 
Orchestra Holiday  
Pops Concert at  

The Moss Center, Virginia Tech 
 

December 9 
Following Worship Service 
Congregational Meeting 

 
 

December 12 
4:30 pm 

Advent Service at Zion 
 
 

December 19 
4:30 pm 

Advent Service at Zion 
 
 

December 16 
3:00 pm 

Floyd Community Chorale 
Christmas Concert at Zion 

 
 

December 16 
Following Worship Service 

Thank Offering Meal 
 

 
December 21 

Pulaski Soup Kitchen  
Christmas Meal 

 
 

December 24 
7:00 pm 

Candlelight Service  
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Janet Allen Chin 
Kristie Franck 
Louise Hayes 
Buddy Haney 

Sally Harestad 
Martin Dean Hylton 

Kenneth King 
Janet Kromminga 

Emily Nuckols 
Melinda Read 
Joe Richards 

Lee Ann Carter Weitzenfeld 
Vestal Whitlock 
Janean Williams 
Annie Ruth Wood 

Jane Zitta 
Jo Zitta 

 
All in harm’s way 

 

If you would like to add 
someone to the 

 Living Prayer List, you may 
do so by adding them 

 to the board in the narthex 
or emailing Jodi, 

office@pcfloyd.org. 
 

Prayer Concerns 

The Men’s Prayer Breakfast is held every Wednesday morning at 7:00 am 
in the fellowship hall. For more information contact Mark Allen. 

 
 

 

 

Bible study is held on Wednesday evenings at 5:3opm, in the fellowship 
hall.  All are invited to attend and learn more about His word. 

 
 

 

The Presbyterian Women meet 
on the second Tuesday of each 

month at 1:00pm in the fellowship 
hall. Ladies’ lunch is on the first 

Wednesday of each month at 
11:30am and meets  
at Parkway Grille. 
All are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to donate food to our local food banks.  We have 
two collection tubs located in the back hallway, by the fellowship 
hall.  Canned vegetables or fruit: dried beans, rice, peanut butter 

and any non-perishable food items are accepted.  Tubs are 
delivered to Plenty! and New River Community Action. 
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